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Sympos�um on Internat�onal Drug Pol�t�cs and Publ�c Health and the V�s�t of
the M�n�ster of Health of Tanzan�a 

A sympos�um on Internat�onal Drug Pol�t�cs and Publ�c Health was held �n Istanbul on 29 
September-1 October 2014.

Many �nternat�onal organ�zat�ons and �nst�tut�ons l�ke World Health Organ�zat�on (WHO), Un�ted 
Nat�ons Office of Drug and Cr�me (UNODC), and European Mon�tor�ng Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Add�ct�on (EMCDDA) attended to the meet�ng wh�ch was held by the Green Crescent Soc�ety and 
the M�n�stry of Health �n order to draw attent�on to drug add�ct�on wh�ch has been ra�s�ng recently 
and to contr�bute to �nternat�onal solut�on offers. 

Dr. Se�f Seleman Rash�d�, M�n�ster of Health and Fam�ly Welfare of Tanzan�a and a comm�ttee also 
attended to th�s sympos�um. 
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The M�n�ster of Health of Turkey and The M�n�ster of Health of Tanzan�a had a meet�ng �n Istanbul 
on 29 September 2014. 

The host comm�ttee came to Ankara on 30 September 2014 and they were g�ven a presentat�on 
about health system of Turkey �n the General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs.
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A Comm�ttee, cha�red by Undersecretary Prof. Dr. Eyüp Gümüş v�s�ted England

Eyüp Gümüş, the Undersecretary, head�ng a comm�ttee cons�st�ng of Şuay�p B�r�nc�, Deputy 
Undersecretary, Ahmet Burak Yaşar, General D�rector of Health Investments and Lawyer Dr. 
Ramazan Arıtürk had a v�s�t to England on 1-3 September 2014.

The v�s�t was done w�th�n the scope of publ�c-pr�vate partnersh�p �n order to see England’s 
exper�ences at the place and to have a meet�ng w�th the author�t�es of firms wh�ch had won tenders 
�n Turkey.
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Meet�ng for the M�n�sters of Health of Black Sea Econom�c Cooperat�on Organ�zat�on  was held on 
29 September 2014 �n Athens. On behalf of the M�n�stry of Health of the Republ�c of Turkey, Prof. 
Dr. İrfan Şencan part�c�pated �n the Meet�ng together w�th author�t�es from the General D�rectorate 
of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs. Dur�ng the meet�ng, the �mportance of the cooperat�on between KEİ and 
our M�n�stry was addressed wh�ch was followed by a statement summar�z�ng collaborat�ve 
act�v�t�es. 

Meet�ng for the M�n�sters of Health of Black Sea 
Econom�c Cooperat�on Organ�zat�on  
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The General D�rectorate attended to the open�ng ceremony of Lamorde Nat�onal Hosp�tal Eye Center 
of N�ger wh�ch was bu�lt under the leadersh�p of IHH Human�tar�an Rel�ef Foundat�on �n N�amey, 
N�ger on 10 – 12 September 2014.

Hasan Ulusoy, N�amey Ambassador; Vural Kavuncu Kütahya Deputy and the Member of Health, 
Fam�ly, Work and Soc�al Relat�ons Comm�ss�on; İsma�l Güneş, Uşak Deputy; TİKA Author�t�es; IHH; 
Turk�sh non-governmental organ�zat�ons �n N�ger; Turk�sh A�rl�nes; and author�t�es of non-
governmental organ�zat�ons attended to the open�ng ceremony on behalf of Turkey. As the M�n�ster 
of Publ�c Health was �n Par�s then, the M�n�ster of Commerce of N�ger, the Cha�r of Commerce of 
Trade H�d� Musa and local author�t�es attended to the open�ng ceremony on behalf of N�ger.

The comm�ttee from the General D�rectorate had a meet�ng w�th Idr�ssa Ma�ga Mahamadu, the 
Undersecretary of the M�n�ster of Publ�c Health, N�ger.

Open�ng Ceremony of Lamorde Nat�onal Hosp�tal Eye Center of N�ger
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Hav�ng been referred to the Agreement on Cooperat�on �n the fields of Health and Med�cal Sc�ences 
between the Government of Republ�c of Turkey and Government of Republ�c of N�ger wh�ch was 
s�gned and entered �nto force on 08 January 2013, such �ssues as treatment of 50 pat�ents free of 
charge and cooperat�on-related top�cs and the fact that v�s�t of a health team �n N�ger and execut�on 
of tra�n�ng surger�es there would be helpful were ment�oned dur�ng the meet�ng. The delegat�on 
deemed �t favorable to organ�ze the Health Week �n N�ger.   

Afterwards, a v�s�t was pa�d to Lamorde Nat�onal Hosp�tal. 
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The 64th Sess�on of WHO Reg�onal Comm�ttee for Europe was held on 15-18 September 2014 �n 
Copenhagen/Denmark. A delegat�on of the M�n�stry of Health wh�ch was const�tuted from the 
representat�ves of General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs and THSK attended th�s meet�ng.  
 
The follow�ng �ssues were dealt w�th dur�ng the meet�ng: WHO Reform, Health Systems for Health 
and Well-be�ng under Health 2020: 2008 Tall�nn Cond�t�on, Alma-Ata Declarat�on on the Pr�mary 
Healthcare Serv�ces, European Vacc�ne Act�on Plan 2015-2020, European Ch�ld and Adolescent 
Health Strategy 2015-2020 and European Food and Nutr�t�on Act�on Plan 2015-2020.    

64th Sess�on of World Health Organ�zat�on Reg�onal Comm�ttee for Europe 
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The first meet�ng of the “Jo�nt Work�ng Group” establ�shed follow�ng the Agreement s�gned on 3 
June 2014 between Turkey and Kyrgyzstan was held on 22-26 September 2014 �n Kyrgyzstan. Dr. 
Rıfat Köse, General D�rector of Health Researches, part�c�pated �n the meet�ng together w�th the 
representat�ves from the General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs.

W�th�n the context of the program, d�scuss�ons were made regard�ng the Jo�nt Health Week wh�ch 
was suggested by the Kyrgyzstan s�de to be held next year. Researches and exam�nat�ons were 
also carr�ed out �n the hosp�tals and health centres w�th�n the Kyrgyzstan Health System. 

Turkey-Kyrgyzstan Jo�nt Work�ng Group Meet�ng
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The ECDC Pre-Assessment Sem�nar was held �n Stockholm, Sweden on 10-12 September 2014. 
General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs and THSK (Publ�c Health Agency of Turkey) 
attended th�s sem�nar. 

Dur�ng the sem�nar, a pre-assessment was made concern�ng execut�on of the closure cr�ter�a on 
contag�ous d�sease prevent�on and control capac�ty of Turkey w�th�n the framework of the 
Consumer and Health Protect�on chapter. 

ECDC Pre-Assessment Sem�nar

Meet�ng by ECDC Adv�sory Forum

General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs prov�ded part�c�pants to 39th Adv�sory Forum 
held by ECDC on 24-25 September 2014 �n Stockholm, Sweden. The Adv�sory Forum �s 
�ntended to carry out sc�ent�fic adv�sory act�v�t�es for the works of ECDC on commun�cable 
d�seases.
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V�s�t of the delegat�on under the pres�dency of Dr. Asad� Lar�, General D�rector 
of Internat�onal Relat�ons – M�n�stry of Health of Iran 

On 18-19 September 2014, a delegat�on under the pres�dency of Dr. Asad� Lar�, General D�rector 
of Internat�onal Relat�ons – M�n�stry of Health of Iran pa�d a v�s�t to Turkey. 
 
On 18 September 2014 General D�rectorate of Health Informat�on Systems, SAKOM and Turk�sh 
Med�c�nes and Med�cal Dev�ces Agency were v�s�ted and var�ous presentat�ons were del�vered at 
the related un�ts. On 19 September 2014 Fam�ly Health Center and Atatürk Tra�n�ng and Research 
Hosp�tal were v�s�ted. “Fam�ly Pract�ce Informat�on System” and “Hosp�tal Automat�on System” 
were �ntroduced respect�vely at the Fam�ly Health Center and Atatürk Hosp�tal.    

31st GBOK (Customs Un�on Jo�nt Comm�ttee) Meet�ng

The 31st GBOK Meet�ng was held on 11 September 2014 at the M�n�stry of Economy w�th the 
part�c�pat�on of the representat�ves of the EU Comm�ss�on. Representat�ves from the General 
D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs, TİTCK (Turk�sh Med�c�nes and Med�cal Dev�ces Agency) 
and THSK attended th�s meet�ng.     

The Customs Un�on Jo�nt Comm�ttee wh�ch lays down and seeks solut�ons for the problems ar�s�ng 
from execut�on of the Customs Un�on wh�ch was establ�shed �n 1995 between EU and Turkey 
based on the Assoc�at�on Counc�l Dec�s�on no 1/95 convenes tw�ce a year. The meet�ng held on 11 
September 2014 �s the second meet�ng of 2014. Dur�ng th�s meet�ng, “release analys�s” regard�ng 
the human med�cal products wh�ch fall under the respons�b�l�ty of the M�n�stry of Health  and “GMP 
and slot appl�cat�ons” and – concern�ng the b�oc�dal products - the “�mplementat�on of b�oc�dal 
regulat�on” under the techn�cal leg�slat�on came to the fore.      
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Rev�s�on of Turkey-EFTA Free Trade Agreement

General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs prov�ded part�c�pants to the Techn�cal Meet�ngs on 
the Rev�s�on of Turkey-EFTA Free Trade Agreement wh�ch was held on 15-17 September 2014 by 
the M�n�stry of Economy.

A draft agreement rev�sed follow�ng the negot�at�ons towards extend�ng the scope of the Free 
Trade Agreement d�scussed on 19 June 2014 �n the XI. Turkey-EFTA Jo�nt Comm�ttee Meet�ng 
was d�scussed aga�n on 16-17 September 2014. W�th�n the framework of the meet�ng agenda, 
measures on health and plant secur�ty and �ntellectual property r�ghts were among the �ssues 
concern�ng the M�n�stry of Health.

Sectoral Mon�tor�ng Sub-Comm�ttee Meet�ng on Soc�al Development

Dur�ng the meet�ng held on 26 September 2014 �n the M�n�stry of EU, �ssues �nvolv�ng the latest 
state of the chapters regard�ng soc�al development sector, steps to be taken, contr�but�on of 
financ�al cooperat�on �n the �mprovement of sector, po�nts open to progress and development, 
exper�ences ga�ned from the present project �mplementat�ons, troubles faced as well as solut�on 
offers were adressed. “Project on Strengthen�ng the System of Ep�dem�olog�cal Surve�llance and 
Control of Commun�cable D�seases �n Turkey”, “Project on Strengthen�ng Blood Supply System”, 
“Project on Compat�b�l�ty �n Organ Donat�on” and “Project on Compat�b�l�ty �n T�ssue and Cell” of 
wh�ch the M�n�stry of Health �s benefic�ary were among the projects evaluated by Central F�nance 
and Contract Un�t (CFCU). General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs prov�ded part�c�pants to 
the meet�ng.
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Meet�ng on Strengthen�ng of Health System Based on ,
Non-Commun�cable D�seases 

Non-commun�cable d�seases have been a global threat aga�nst the susta�nab�l�ty of health 
systems follow�ng h�gh mortal�ty rates and �ncrease �n health expend�tures. In th�s scope, a 
meet�ng was held on 30 September 2014 where a report prepared to determ�ne the capac�ty of 
our health system �n struggl�ng aga�nst non-commun�cable d�seases as well as systemat�c 
troubles was presented. Prof. Dr. Seç�l Özkan, Head of Turk�sh Publ�c Health Agency, Dr. Hans 
Kluge, Sen�or Officer of WHO European Reg�on and sen�or representat�ves from the M�n�stry of 
Health contr�buted to the meet�ng w�th presentat�ons alongs�de the General D�rectorate of EU 
and Fore�gn Affa�rs.

Evaluat�on Meet�ng on Publ�c NGO Group Project

W�th�n the scope of two projects headed “Establ�shment of a Publ�c-NGO D�alogue Group for 
the Romany” and “Local Modell�ng of the Project on Publ�c-NGO D�alogue Group for the 
Romany”, an evaluat�on meet�ng was held on 18 September 2014 to assess the outcomes of 
the field researches carr�ed out �n th�s scope and author�t�es from the General D�rectorate of EU 
and Fore�gn Affa�rs part�c�pated �n the meet�ng.
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Tra�n�ngs

Tra�n�ngs prov�ded as of 30 September 2014 by the General D�rectorate of EU and Fore�gn 
Affa�rs are as follows:

283 Fore�gn Health Personnel (211 MD, 72 all�ed health personnel) have completed the�r tra�n�ng
32 Fore�gn Health Personnel (19 MD, 13 all�ed health personnel) are cont�nu�ng the�r tra�n�ng
53 Fore�gn Health Personnel (11 MD, 42 all�ed health personnel) have been planned for tra�n�ng
Total: 368 Fore�gn Health Personnel (241 MD, 127 all�ed health personnel

Ongo�ng tra�n�ngs;
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Republ�c of Turkey 

General D�rectorate of 
EU and Fore�gn Affa�rs

Öner GÜNER, MD
D�rector General

Adv�sory Board Publ�cat�on Board

Ar�f ÇETİN
El�f EKMEKÇİ, MD
Selam� KILIÇ, MD
Dt. Abdullah SERT
Seyhan ŞEN
Muzaffer ZENGİN

Ar�f ÇETİN
Azm� EKMEN
Ar�f B�lg�han ÖZBEY
Atınç ATALAY
Taner YAVUZDEMİR
Fahrullah KULALI
Muzdal�fa SULİMAN, MD
Harun ÜNLER
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