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High Level Dialogue Meeting In the Field of Health 

The parties discussed the contribution of the high-

level dialogue to Turkey-EU relations and agreed on 

holding regular talks. O 
n July 13, 2021, Minister Dr. Fahrettin Koca 

and the European Union Health 

Commissioner Stella Kyriakides held a 

bilateral meeting on the initiation of the High-Level 

Dialogue in the Field of Health.  
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Visit of the Ministerial Delegation To Albania 

A 
s agreed upon during the Albanian Minister 

of Health and Social Protection, Ogerta 

Manastirliu's visit to the Ministry of Health 

on June 3, 2021, a delegation made up of the 

relevant units of the MoH (General Directorate of EU 

and Foreign Affairs, Turkish Medicines and Medical 

Devices Agency, General Directorate of Public 

Hospitals) and USHAŞ paid a visit to Albania on July 

6-10, 2021 to discuss matters relating to the drugs, 

medical devices, and supplies Albania wishes to 

supply, and to make an assessment about Albania's 

healthcare system.  

During a meeting on July 8, 2021 between USHAŞ 

representatives and the Albanian Minister of Health 

and Social Protection, Ogerta Manastirliu, the parties  

 

discussed about cooperation opportunities on the 

direct supply of medicines and medical consumables, 

health tourism, and Albania establishing a public 

company similar to USHAŞ.  

As stated in the evaluation meeting of the delegation 

with the Albanian Minister of Health and Social 

Protection regarding the hospital, the necessary 

medical devices and equipment were installed in the 

hospital to ensure the provision of laboratory services 

at the hospital with the instructions of Minister 

Manastirliu. In addition, the necessary installation 

and relocation procedures were carried out to ensure 

that the angiography team of the General Hospital 

affiliated to the ministry would serve at the Fier 

Friendship Hospital of Turkey and Albania. 
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Visit of the Ambassador of Burkina Faso to the General 

Directorate  

D 
irector-General of EU and Foreign Relations, 

Dr. Selami Kılıç held a meeting with Burkina 

Faso's Ambassador to Ankara, Brahima Sere, 

at his office on July 12, 2021.  

At the meeting, the agreement on health signed with 

Burkina Faso, the fight against Covid-19, the visit of 

the Minister of Health of Burkina Faso to Turkey, 

cooperation in the field of health and issues relating 

to USHAŞ were discussed. 
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Visit of Paraguay's Ambassador to the General Directorate  

D 
irector-General of EU and Foreign Relations, 

Dr. Selami Kılıç held a meeting with 

Paraguay's Ambassador to Ankara, Ceferino 

Valdez, at his office on July 12, 2021.  

At this meeting, issues such as combating Covid-19, 

domestic vaccine development efforts, training of 

healthcare personnel, cooperation in the field of 

Health, USHAŞ were discussed. 



 

 

Visit of Colombia's Ambassador to the General Directorate  

D 
irector-General of EU and Foreign Relations, 

Dr. Selami Kılıç  received the Ambassador of 

Colombia to Ankara, Mr. Julio Aníbal Riaño, 

and his accompanying delegation on July 14, 2021.  

During the meeting, the parties discussed the COVID

-19 response, drugs and medical devices, emergency 

healthcare services, health information systems, and 

domestic vaccine development efforts. 
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17th Term Meeting of the Turkish-Russian Joint Economic 

Commission (JEC) 

ministry and the Russian Ministry of Health were 

completed at the technical level to be presented to 

decision-makers.  

The protocol the 17th Term Meeting of the Turkish-

Russian Joint Economic Commission (JEC) was 

signed on July 30, 2021 in Russia by the Minister of 

Trade Mehmet Muş and the Russian Deputy Prime 

Minister Aleksandr Novak. 

T 
he 17th Term Meeting of the Turkish-Russian 

Joint Economic Commission (JEC), which was 

held in Russia on July 28-30, 2021, was 

attended by a delegation of the Ministry of Health. On 

the sidelines of the JEC, additional meetings were 

held by the Ministry of Health and negotiations were 

held on the protocol that will be signed at the end of 

the meeting. In addition, the negotiations on the 

ongoing Memorandum of Understanding between our 
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Meeting on the Flight Restrictions Between Turkey and the UK 

Health exchanged views with the officials of the UK 

embassy on current COVID-19 data and the latest 

situation on vaccination.  A 
t the meeting on July 1, 2021 to remove 

travel restrictions between Turkey and the 

UK, the representatives of the Ministry of  

 



 

 

World Health Organization's Field Visit to Evaluate Community 

Health Support Personnel 

The visit was attended by a department head and an 

expert from the General Directorate of EU and 

Foreign Affairs. A 
 field trip was organized to Izmir on July 1-3, 

2021 to assess the current state of the public 

health support efforts provided during the 

pandemic in cooperation with the World Health 

Organization (WHO).  
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World Health Organization Istanbul Emergency Office Country 

Activities Briefing 

work program and received the views of the Ministry 

of Health on future activities. The meeting was 

attended by a department head from the General 

Directorate of EU and Foreign Affairs. 

B 
riefing on the activities of the World Health 

Organization's (WHO) Istanbul Emergency 

Office was held in Istanbul on July 13, 2021.  

At the meeting, the head of the Office, Dr. Irshad Ali 

Shaikh, provided detailed information about the 2021  

 

World Health Organization Health, Climate Change and COP26 

Health Programme Briefing Session 

contribution to COP26, including the report on the 

Health Argument for Climate Action. As COP26's 

president, the UK's health program and relevant 

interventions were also shared. 

T 
he World Health Organization (WHO) held an 

online briefing session on July 2, 2021 on 

health, climate change, and the UN's 26th 

Conference of the Parties (COP26). At the session, 

technical information was shared on WHO's  

 

World Health Organization Session on Sexual Abuse, 

Exploitation, and Sexual Harassment 

sexual abuse, exploitation, and sexual harassment. It 

was also reported that a guide on preventing sexual 

abuse and harassment would be published in the 

coming days. 

A 
n online information session on prevention 

and response was held by the World Health 

Organization (WHO) on July 1, 2021. The 

session provided updates to Member States through 

quarterly briefings on WHO's activities to prevent  

 

World Health Organization and UNICEF Joint Monitoring 

Program (JMP) Meeting 

services and the progress made on the sixth 

Sustainable Development Goal, which is to ensure 

availability and sustainable management of water 

and sanitation for all were provided. In addition, the 

report cited data on the number of people around the 

world who were unable to wash their hands with 

soap and water at home during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

T 
he report on progress on domestic drinking 

water, sanitation and hygiene issues in the 

period of 2000 to 2020 was launched online 

on July 1, 2021 within the framework of the Joint 

Monitoring Programme (JMP), conducted in 

cooperation with the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and UNICEF.  

At the meeting, estimations on the access of 

households to drinking water, sanitation and hygiene  
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Horizon Europe Health Cluster Project Market Meeting 

Representatives from the General Directorate 

attended the events where views were exchanged on 

possible projects with potential partners from Turkey 

and the rest of the world, and relevant technical 

units were informed. 

H 
orizon Europe Health Cluster Project Market 

Meeting was held on July 5, 2021, by the 

European Commission, BRIDGE2HE, and 

the  Enterprise Europe Network. Through this event, 

the participants find the opportunity to implement 

project ideas, establish cooperation, and consortium.  

World Health Organization Working Group on Strengthening 

Health Emergency Preparedness and Response 

on July 15-16, 2021. At the meeting, the 

representatives of the Bureau, who will conduct the 

secretariat of the Working Group, were selected and 

the views of the member states on working methods 

were received. The next sessions of the meeting are 

planned to take place in September, October, and 

November 2021. The working group is expected to 

submit a report to the 75th World Health Assembly. 

Representatives from the General Directorate of EU 

and Foreign Affairs attended the meeting. 

Working Group Meeting on Health Impacts of Climate Change 

and the Role of Local Governments  

I 
n line with the lessons learned from the COVID-

19 pandemic, the idea of creating a pandemic 

treaty to better prepare WHO to respond to 

health emergencies was announced to the 

international public with the support of 28 countries 

under the leadership of the European Union. In 

accordance with the resolution adopted at the 74th 

World Health Assembly, it was decided to devise a 

binding pandemic treaty or a framework convention, 

and to create a working group for this process. The 

first meeting of this Working Group was held virtually  

At the meeting, deliberations were made about the 

date, schedule, participants and meeting venue of the 

planned event. The meeting was attended by 

representatives of the General Directorate of EU and 

Foreign Affairs, the General Directorate of Public 

Health, the WHO Country Office of Turkey and the 

director of the SKB. 

A 
 virtual meeting was held on July 29, 2021 in 

cooperation with the Ministry of Health, the 

World Health Organization (WHO) and the 

Association of Healthy Cities (SKB) to prepare a high-

level meeting on the impact of climate change on 

human health and the role of local governments.  

Monthly Project Management Meeting of the Project on Social 

Inclusion of Mentally-Disabled Persons 

Services and the Ministry of Health, cost-free 

extension, and other project-related activities were 

discussed. A 
t the videoconference held on July 27, 2021, 

the Protocol, which is about the joint 

operation of Dışkapı Community Mental 

Health Center by the Ministry of Family and Social  

37th Customs Union Joint Committee Meeting 

At this meeting, the issues such as the “Turkish 

legislation on cosmetic products”, “EU new medical 

device legislation” and “serial release analysis in the 

EU” were also discussed. 

T 
he 37th meeting of the Customs Union Joint 

Committee (GBOK) was held online on 8-9 

July 2021, hosted by Turkey, where the issues 

within the framework of the functioning of the 

Customs Union established in accordance with 

Decision No. 1/95 of the Association Council between 

Turkey and the European Union (EU) were discussed.  



 

 

TO PROTECT  

YOUR EYE HEALTH 

Make sure to wash your 

hands before touching 

your eyes 

Do not share towels and 

make-up products with 

others 

 

Do not use someone 

else's glasses 

Get your eyes checked 

regularly  


